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SUBJECT: MOBUTU MEETS POLITICAL BUREAU, GIVES ASSURANCES ON TAXES, 
SETS REVIEW OF EDUCATION BUDGET 

REF: (A) KINSHASA 1922, (B) KINSHASA 1232 

1 . FOLLOWING MOBUTU'S FIRST MEETING WITH THE NEW NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (MARCH 2), THE PRESIDENT BOARDED HIS RIVERBOAT 
KAMANYOLA FOR THREE DAYS OF MEETINGS WITH THE POLITICAL BUREAU 
(MARCH 3-6). ACCORDING TO THE VOICE OF ZAIRE, THE MEETINGS WERE 
MARKED BY "LONG AND ANIMATED" DEBATE OVER UNSPECIFIED TAX MEASURES. 
REPORTEDLY, THE PRESIDENT ASSURED THE POLITICAL COMMISSIONERS THAT 
TEX MEASURES RECENTLY INSTITUTED BY THE NEC WERE DESIGNED TO 
ENCOURAGE PRODUCTIVITY AND TO PROTECT THE POPULATION FROM LOCALLY 
PERPETRATED TAX ABUSES. 

2. THE PRESIDENT ALSO NAMED FROM AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE 
POLITICAL BUREAU THREE COMMISSIONS TO STUDY THE 1977 OPERATING 
BUDGET OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL EDUCATION. ACCORDING TO 
ELIMA (MARCH 8), THIS BUDGET WAS SINGLED OUT FOR SCRUTINY 
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BECAUSE, DURING A PERIOD OF ANNOUNCED FISCAL AUSTERITY, IT HAD 
JUMPED FROM 98 MILLION ZAIRES IN 1976 TO 163 MILLION ZAIRES 
FOR 1977. 

3. COMMENT: AS NOTED IN REFTEL (A), MOBUTU'S GOVERNMENT MUST 
HOLD DOWN SPENDING AND INCREASE REVENUES IN 1977 IF IT IS TO AVOID 
OVERWHELMING FISCAL DEFICIT. YET AS MOBUTU LEARNED LAST MONTH 
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DURING DEBATE ON A TAX BILL IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (REFTEL B ), 

A SUDDEN INCREASE IN TAXES DURING THIS PERIOD OF ECONOMIC 
STAGNATION COULD GENERATE SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL UNREST AND COULD 
FURTHER ACERBATE DIVISIONS AMONG THE ELITE UPON WHOM HE RELIES. 

THUS. MOBUTU'S THREE DAY BOAT TRIP WITH THE POLITICAL COMMISSIONERS 
CAN BE SEEN AS AN ATTEMPT BOTH TO REPLY TO INTERNAL CRITICISM 
AND TO LINE UP NECESSARY SUPPORT FOR THE UNPLEASANT MEASURES 
AHEAD. 

WALKER 
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